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Personal note from the commentator:
The hymns of the Church are sacred text. The Lord has made it very clear to us through his prophets that the
singing of hymns is a form of prayer, and as such is sacred communication. Much of the sacred Spirit and
reverence we experience in our meetings, especially Sacrament Meeting, comes from the Spirit that
accompanies the singing of the hymns.

The hymns are written in poetic form, and as such are able to take certain licenses and liberties with the
English language that cannot normally be expressed in any other way. It is certainly not the aim of this
commentary to improve on the beauty of the poetic expressions found in our sacred hymns. As a teacher of
English to those who speak other languages, I have found that many of the hymns have expressions that are
difficult for some people to understand.

Because hymns are written to fit a set rhythmic pattern or meter, often the expression has to be condensed to
fit in a small space, but still convey its intended meaning. It is the combination of the rhythm, text, and music
that create such a powerful Spiritual experience when singing the hymns. My attempts to explain some of the
meaning behind the text should not detract from the original meaning, nor should it replace the original
meaning. Hymns, like parables, take on different meanings as the circumstances of our lives change. My
commentary is only a starting point for (hopefully) a better understanding of the overall meaning of the hymn
in this work. Anyone else writing this same commentary would have different perspectives and points to
make. That is the nature of a commentary. I pray that what I say will, in some way, help in your understanding
of this hymn. Since this is a personal study of the hymns, I will sometimes use the first person when writing
the commentary.
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Now We’ll Sing with One Accord

1. Now we'll sing with one accord,
For a prophet of the Lord,
Bringing forth his precious word,
Cheers the Saints as anciently.
When the world in darkness lay,
Lo! he sought the better way,
And he heard the Savior say,
"Go and prune my vineyard, son!"

We all sing in complete agreement (one accord) for a prophet
of the Lord. The prophet cheers or makes the saints happy
today as he brings us the Lord’s word, just as the prophets did
anciently.

For the rest of this hymn the prophet referred to is Joseph
Smith, Jr. When the world was in a state of spiritual darkness
or ignorance, Joseph Smith searched or sought for something
better. Because of that he was instructed by the Lord on how
to begin his labors in the Lord’s vineyard. The vineyard
represents the world, and the people the plants in the
vineyard. In the scriptures vineyards are as often referring to
olive orchards as they are grape vines. Both are referred to as
vineyards.

2. And an angel surely then,
For a blessing unto men,
Brought the priesthood back again
In its ancient purity.
Even Joseph he inspired;
Yea, his heart he truly fired
With the light that he desired
For the work of righteousness.

The angel referred to is John the Baptist. It was John who
restore the Aaronic priesthood in its purity to the earth at the
beginning of the restoration. This was, of course, a great
blessing to all people.

This sentence is worded backwards, as are many sentences in
verse. Joseph Smith desired to be righteous and to do
righteous things. The angel inspired Joseph with the light or
knowledge that he searched for so that Joseph’s heart burned
with the spirit of the Holy Ghost and the testimony of what he
had learned.

3. And the Book of Mormon true,
With its cov'nant ever new,
For the Gentile and the Jew,
He translated sacredly.
God's commandments to mankind,
For believing Saints designed,
And to bless the seeking mind,
Came to him from Jesus Christ.

This verse is a little disjointed, but all the needed parts are
present. Joseph treated the translation of the Book of Mormon
as a sacred task. The book is true and it contains the New and
Everlasting Covenant of Abraham (its cov’nant ever new). It is
considered new because it is new to this dispensation.

God’s commandments came from Christ and are designed to
bless those who seek him and believe in him. The term “Saints”
refers to those who have made covenants with the Lord. In
other words, those who have been baptized.

4. Precious are the years to come,
While the righteous gather home
For the great millennium,
When they'll rest in blessedness.
Prudent in this world of woes,
They will triumph o'er their foes,
While the realm of Zion grows
Purer for eternity.

“The years to come” refers to the intervening years between
the restoration and the second coming of Christ. These years
are precious to the saints because it is during these years that
the righteous people of the earth are being gathered into the
Lord’s Church where they will rest and be blessed.

By being prudent or careful to plan for the future, while we
live in a world of woes or sorrows, the saints will be victorious
over their enemies. As the saints are careful and wise
(prudent) Zion or the pure in heart - the Church - will continue
to grow more and more pure forever. 

This is an important point. The Church will continue to change
as it grows in righteousness. The Church we know today will
not be the same in another thirty years. The people will have
changed, the needs of the church will have changed, and so



will the programs of the Church. The doctrine stays the same,
but the Lord tailors the organization of the Church to fit the
needs of his people.

MUSIC
Joseph J. Daynes, 1851-1920

TEXT
William W. Phelps, 1792-1872. Included in the first
LDS hymnbook, 1835.
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