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Personal note from the commentator:
The hymns of the Church are sacred text. The Lord has made it very clear to us through his prophets that the
singing of hymns is a form of prayer, and as such is sacred communication. Much of the sacred Spirit and
reverence we experience in our meetings, especially Sacrament Meeting, comes from the Spirit that
accompanies the singing of the hymns.

The hymns are written in poetic form, and as such are able to take certain licenses and liberties with the
English language that cannot normally be expressed in any other way. It is certainly not the aim of this
commentary to improve on the beauty of the poetic expressions found in our sacred hymns. As a teacher of
English to those who speak other languages, I have found that many of the hymns have expressions that are
difficult for some people to understand.

Because hymns are written to fit a set rhythmic pattern or meter, often the expression has to be condensed to
fit in a small space, but still convey its intended meaning. It is the combination of the rhythm, text, and music
that create such a powerful Spiritual experience when singing the hymns. My attempts to explain some of the
meaning behind the text should not detract from the original meaning, nor should it replace the original
meaning. Hymns, like parables, take on different meanings as the circumstances of our lives change. My
commentary is only a starting point for (hopefully) a better understanding of the overall meaning of the hymn
in this work. Anyone else writing this same commentary would have different perspectives and points to
make. That is the nature of a commentary. I pray that what I say will, in some way, help in your understanding
of this hymn. Since this is a personal study of the hymns, I will sometimes use the first person when writing
the commentary.
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We Will Sing of Zion

1. We will sing of Zion,
Kingdom of our God.
Zion is the pure in heart,
Those who seek the Savior's part.
Zion soon in all the world
Will rise to meet her God.

This first verse is both enigmatic, hard to explain, and
straightforward, simply stated. The Zion referred to is simply
the pure in heart - all those who are making and keeping God’s
covenants. These are the people who make up the kingdom of
God. Those who seek the Savior’s part are those who have
adopted and taken upon themselves His goals and objectives.
They seek to do good as He seeks to do good. Soon the people
of Zion will be caught up to meet the Lord from all over the
world when He comes again.

2. Thru the revelations
Giv'n by God to men,
Heaven's truth is placed on earth;
Prophets teach its pow'r and worth.
Zion readies us to see
The Savior come again.

In this verse Zion specifically refers to the Church as an
organization. Through the revelations given by God to men, we
receive His truth on earth. Prophets teach us of the power and
worth of these truths. The Church (Zion) works to prepare us
to see the Savior when He returns. And not just see Him, but
be ready for Him when we do see Him.

3. When the Saints of Zion
Keep his law in truth,
Hate and war and strife will cease;
Men will live in love and peace.
Heav'nly Zion, come once more
And cover all the earth.

The word “truth” here means “the way it is supposed to be
done.” So when the Saints live the Lord’s laws the way they are
supposed to live His laws, then hate, war, and contention will
stop, and people will live in love and peace. When we do this
we will receive the heavenly version of Zion, and this time it
will cover the whole earth.
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