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Mormonbasics.com is humbled to bring you a commentary on the hymns published by the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints. This commentary is presented in a two-column format. The original text, as
presented in the hymnbook published by the LDS Church, is in the left column. The comments on the right are
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Personal note from the commentator:
The hymns of the Church are sacred text. The Lord has made it very clear to us through his prophets that the
singing of hymns is a form of prayer, and as such is sacred communication. Much of the sacred Spirit and
reverence we experience in our meetings, especially Sacrament Meeting, comes from the Spirit that
accompanies the singing of the hymns.

The hymns are written in poetic form, and as such are able to take certain licenses and liberties with the
English language that cannot normally be expressed in any other way. It is certainly not the aim of this
commentary to improve on the beauty of the poetic expressions found in our sacred hymns. As a teacher of
English to those who speak other languages, I have found that many of the hymns have expressions that are
difficult for some people to understand.

Because hymns are written to fit a set rhythmic pattern or meter, often the expression has to be condensed to
fit in a small space, but still convey its intended meaning. It is the combination of the rhythm, text, and music
that create such a powerful Spiritual experience when singing the hymns. My attempts to explain some of the
meaning behind the text should not detract from the original meaning, nor should it replace the original
meaning. Hymns, like parables, take on different meanings as the circumstances of our lives change. My
commentary is only a starting point for (hopefully) a better understanding of the overall meaning of the hymn
in this work. Anyone else writing this same commentary would have different perspectives and points to
make. That is the nature of a commentary. I pray that what I say will, in some way, help in your understanding
of this hymn. Since this is a personal study of the hymns, I will sometimes use the first person when writing
the commentary.
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God of Power, God of Right

1. God of power, God of right,
Guide us with thy priesthood's might.
Forge our souls in living fire;
Shape them to thy great desire.

This first line is both straightforward and open to
interpretation. God of right could refer to being a God of truth
or the God of the “right way to return to God,” or any one of
several other terms. Then again, maybe it was used primarily
because it rhymed with “might” in the next line. (It is poetry,
after all.)

We are guided by the power of the priesthood because the
priesthood holds the keys of administering the gift of the
Spirit. It is the Spirit who gives us revelation and shows us the
way home.

The last sentence is a reference to smithing, the work of a
blacksmith. To forge is to heat to great temperatures then to
pound something into a desired shape or end product. In this
case, we are asking God to use the Spirit to try and test our
souls and to give us the experiences needed to turn us into the
kind of people he wants us to become. The act of forging is not
a gentle process, it consists of taking a solid material and
reshaping it to the creator’s design. It often takes repeated
trips back into the fire to make the substance “shapable.”

2. God of wisdom, God of truth,
Take us in our eager youth;
Lift us step by step to thee
Thru an endless ministry.

Let us look at this verse as a whole. Our Father in Heaven has
all wisdom and all truth. We ask that he starts us in a ministry
of service (like Christ) that starts when we are young, and will
go on through eternity. And each day we serve we become a
little better than the day before. This is the step by step
reference.

3. God of mercy, God of love,
Let thy Spirit, like the dove,
Touch and humble, teach and bless,
As we serve in holiness.

Each of these three verses start out by naming some of the key
character traits of God. This verse continues and asks that the
Spirit, as the symbol of heavenly peace, touch our hearts,
humble us, teach us, and bless us as we serve in godly (holy)
ways.
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