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Personal note from the commentator:
The hymns of the Church are sacred text. The Lord has made it very clear to us through his prophets that the
singing of hymns is a form of prayer, and as such is sacred communication. Much of the sacred Spirit and
reverence we experience in our meetings, especially Sacrament Meeting, comes from the Spirit that
accompanies the singing of the hymns.

The hymns are written in poetic form, and as such are able to take certain licenses and liberties with the
English language that cannot normally be expressed in any other way. It is certainly not the aim of this
commentary to improve on the beauty of the poetic expressions found in our sacred hymns. As a teacher of
English to those who speak other languages, I have found that many of the hymns have expressions that are
difficult for some people to understand.

Because hymns are written to fit a set rhythmic pattern or meter, often the expression has to be condensed to
fit in a small space, but still convey its intended meaning. It is the combination of the rhythm, text, and music
that create such a powerful Spiritual experience when singing the hymns. My attempts to explain some of the
meaning behind the text should not detract from the original meaning, nor should it replace the original
meaning. Hymns, like parables, take on different meanings as the circumstances of our lives change. My
commentary is only a starting point for (hopefully) a better understanding of the overall meaning of the hymn
in this work. Anyone else writing this same commentary would have different perspectives and points to
make. That is the nature of a commentary. I pray that what I say will, in some way, help in your understanding
of this hymn. Since this is a personal study of the hymns, I will sometimes use the first person when writing
the commentary.
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The Voice of God Again Is Heard

1. The voice of God again is heard.
The silence has been broken.
The curse of darkness is withdrawn.
The Lord from heav'n has spoken.
Rejoice, ye living and ye dead!
Rejoice, for your salvation
Begins anew this happy morn
Of final dispensation.

After centuries of silence God is once again speaking to
prophets. The lack of spiritual knowledge (curse of darkness)
has been replaced with knowledge from heaven because the
Lord is speaking to his people once again.
Both the living and the dead have reason to celebrate because
we can all receive salvation now that the last dispensation
(restoration) has begun.

2. O messengers of truth, go forth,
Proclaim the gospel story,
Go forth the nations to prepare
To greet the King of glory.
We shout hosanna, shout again,
Till all creation blending
Shall join in one great, grand amen
Of anthems never ending.

The “messengers of truth” are the missionaries. Go out and tell
everyone (proclaim) about the gospel. Go and prepare all
nations and get them ready to greet the King of glory when he
returns.

Hosanna is a shout of praise to God or a call for deliverance.
We will shout hosanna to our God until all creation is doing it
together, and until we can all join in singing songs of Christ’s
victory forever.
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