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Mormonbasics.com is humbled to bring you a commentary on the hymns published by the Church of Jesus
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Personal note from the commentator:
The hymns of the Church are sacred text. The Lord has made it very clear to us through his prophets that the
singing of hymns is a form of prayer, and as such is sacred communication. Much of the sacred Spirit and
reverence we experience in our meetings, especially Sacrament Meeting, comes from the Spirit that
accompanies the singing of the hymns.

The hymns are written in poetic form, and as such are able to take certain licenses and liberties with the
English language that cannot normally be expressed in any other way. It is certainly not the aim of this
commentary to improve on the beauty of the poetic expressions found in our sacred hymns. As a teacher of
English to those who speak other languages, I have found that many of the hymns have expressions that are
difficult for some people to understand.

Because hymns are written to fit a set rhythmic pattern or meter, often the expression has to be condensed to
fit in a small space, but still convey its intended meaning. It is the combination of the rhythm, text, and music
that create such a powerful Spiritual experience when singing the hymns. My attempts to explain some of the
meaning behind the text should not detract from the original meaning, nor should it replace the original
meaning. Hymns, like parables, take on different meanings as the circumstances of our lives change. My
commentary is only a starting point for (hopefully) a better understanding of the overall meaning of the hymn
in this work. Anyone else writing this same commentary would have different perspectives and points to
make. That is the nature of a commentary. I pray that what I say will, in some way, help in your understanding
of this hymn. Since this is a personal study of the hymns, I will sometimes use the first person when writing
the commentary.

Kelly P. Merrill

Copyright © 2014 Kelly P. Merrill

http://mormonbasics.com/contact#sthash.jaydbC0p.dpbs


13

An Angel from on High

1. An angel from on high
The long, long silence broke;
Descending from the sky,
These gracious words he spoke:
Lo! in Cumorah's lonely hill
A sacred record lies concealed.
Lo! in Cumorah's lonely hill
A sacred record lies concealed.

The long silence referred to is the almost two thousand years
when revelation was not generally available to mankind. God
had stopped speaking to prophets in the old world because of
disbelief. The angel (Moroni) came from heaven to break
heaven’s silence and once again speak to man.

His words were “There is a sacred record hidden (concealed) in
the Hill Cumorah.”

2. Sealed by Moroni's hand,
It has for ages lain
To wait the Lord's command,
From dust to speak again.
It shall again to light come forth
To usher in Christ's reign on earth.
It shall again to light come forth
To usher in Christ's reign on earth.

Moroni sealed (hid away) the record with his own hand, where
it lay hidden for many centuries. He was just waiting for the
day when the Lord would command him to bring the record to
the world. It is referred to as speaking from the dust, because
it is a record of those who have died and turned to dust. When
we read their words it is as though we are hearing those who
are in the grave communicate important truths to us, so in
effect, they speak from the dust.

The purpose of their words was to usher or bring in the time
before Christ’s personal reign on the earth. It is the Book of
Mormon that is the corner stone of Christ’s Church in the last
days.

3. It speaks of Joseph's seed
And makes the remnant known
Of nations long since dead,
Who once had dwelt alone.
The fulness of the gospel, too,
Its pages will reveal to view.
The fulness of the gospel, too,
Its pages will reveal to view.

The Book of Mormon was written by the descendants of
Joseph, who was sold into Egypt. It was written by his
descendants, for his descendants, the Lamanites (the peoples
of the isles of the sea) who lived on the American continent,
alone and separate from the rest of the house of Israel in the
old world.

The Book of Mormon also brings to light, reveals, or teaches us
of the fulness of the gospel.

4. The time is now fulfilled,
The long-expected day;
Let earth obedience yield
And darkness flee away.
Remove the seals; be wide unfurled
Its light and glory to the world.
Remove the seals; be wide unfurled
Its light and glory to the world.

The time of waiting for all this to happen has been fulfilled,
and the day for it to come forth has arrived. Now that we have
the Book of Mormon, it is the responsibility of the people of
the earth to obey its teachings and receive the spiritual
enlightenment it offers. This is what will make the “darkness
flee away” or dispel spiritual ignorance.

To unfurl a flag is to unroll it and spread it out so it is
completely visible. Like a flag or banner to the nations of the
world, the Book of Mormon has been unsealed and is open for
all to see and understand. It contains truth and glory for the
world to enjoy.

5. Lo! Israel filled with joy
Shall now be gathered home,
Their wealth and means employ
To build Jerusalem,
While Zion shall arise and shine

“Lo” means look or behold. This verse says, “Look! Israel (the
descendants of Jacob (Israel)) will now be gathered home from
their dispersion throughout the earth. They will use their
wealth and influence to build the New Jerusalem. While Zion,
the Lord’s people are growing and improving, they will be
filling the earth with divine truth. This is what we do with



And fill the earth with truth divine.
While Zion shall arise and shine
And fill the earth with truth divine.

missionary work.
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