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Mormonbasics.com is humbled to bring you a commentary on the hymns published by the Church of Jesus
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Personal note from the commentator:
The hymns of the Church are sacred text. The Lord has made it very clear to us through his prophets that the
singing of hymns is a form of prayer, and as such is sacred communication. Much of the sacred Spirit and
reverence we experience in our meetings, especially Sacrament Meeting, comes from the Spirit that
accompanies the singing of the hymns.

The hymns are written in poetic form, and as such are able to take certain licenses and liberties with the
English language that cannot normally be expressed in any other way. It is certainly not the aim of this
commentary to improve on the beauty of the poetic expressions found in our sacred hymns. As a teacher of
English to those who speak other languages, I have found that many of the hymns have expressions that are
difficult for some people to understand.

Because hymns are written to fit a set rhythmic pattern or meter, often the expression has to be condensed to
fit in a small space, but still convey its intended meaning. It is the combination of the rhythm, text, and music
that create such a powerful Spiritual experience when singing the hymns. My attempts to explain some of the
meaning behind the text should not detract from the original meaning, nor should it replace the original
meaning. Hymns, like parables, take on different meanings as the circumstances of our lives change. My
commentary is only a starting point for (hopefully) a better understanding of the overall meaning of the hymn
in this work. Anyone else writing this same commentary would have different perspectives and points to
make. That is the nature of a commentary. I pray that what I say will, in some way, help in your understanding
of this hymn. Since this is a personal study of the hymns, I will sometimes use the first person when writing
the commentary.

Kelly P. Merrill

Copyright © 2014 Kelly P. Merrill

http://mormonbasics.com/contact#sthash.jaydbC0p.dpbs


8

Awake and Arise

1. Awake and arise, O ye slumbering nations!
The heavens have opened their portals again.
The last and the greatest of all dispensations
Has burst like a dawn o'er the children of men!

Just as darkness represents spiritual ignorance, and light
spiritual knowledge, so sleeping (slumbering) represents living
in a dream world of sin. Waking up is our realization that we
need to repent. There are many scriptures that use sleep and
waking in their comparisons.

This verse starts by telling the nations that are in that dream
world of sin, they think they know what they are doing, but it
is all just a fantasy, to wake up and get up. They need to
become aware of their sinful state and repent!

The night of spiritual ignorance is over. The time or day of
spiritual knowledge has burst or suddenly been shown to us.
This is the greatest of all the dispensations. Each dispensation
represents a period of time when the Lord has had to restore
the gospel to the earth. This is the dispensation of the fullness
of times, the last time it will be restored before the Savior
comes to personally rule the earth for a thousand years.

2. The dream of the poet, the crown of the ages,
The time which the prophets of Israel foretold,
That glorious day only dreamed by the sages
Is yours, O ye slumbering nations; behold!

The last dispensation has been the envy of every prophet and
righteous people. They all knew that the day would come
when the truth that they held so dear would be rejected by
the people, but that someday a time would come when the
gospel would be restored and it would never again leave the
earth. This dispensation is the dream of those poets. This is the
crown or glory of all the ages of the earth so far. This is the
time that all the prophets of old foretold or prophesied about.
This is the day, the glorious day the wise (sage) of those ages
could only dream about. It is here now. Wake up all you
nations who are spiritually asleep. See it!

3. Oh, lift up your voices in song and in story.
Let banners of peace in all lands be unfurled,
For truth, heaven-born, in its beauty and glory
Is marching triumphantly over the world.

This verse is encouraging us to raise our voices in both song
and story to tell these sleeping nations what we see and know.
The spread of the gospel in each country is like planting
banners or flags of peace for others to see. Truth from heaven
in its beauty and glory is spreading across the world. The word
“triumphantly” brings up images of a military march of the
winning army as it marches on.
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