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Mormonbasics.com is humbled to bring you a commentary on the hymns published by the Church of Jesus
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Personal note from the commentator:
The hymns of the Church are sacred text. The Lord has made it very clear to us through his prophets that the
singing of hymns is a form of prayer, and as such is sacred communication. Much of the sacred Spirit and
reverence we experience in our meetings, especially Sacrament Meeting, comes from the Spirit that
accompanies the singing of the hymns.

The hymns are written in poetic form, and as such are able to take certain licenses and liberties with the
English language that cannot normally be expressed in any other way. It is certainly not the aim of this
commentary to improve on the beauty of the poetic expressions found in our sacred hymns. As a teacher of
English to those who speak other languages, I have found that many of the hymns have expressions that are
difficult for some people to understand.

Because hymns are written to fit a set rhythmic pattern or meter, often the expression has to be condensed to
fit in a small space, but still convey its intended meaning. It is the combination of the rhythm, text, and music
that create such a powerful Spiritual experience when singing the hymns. My attempts to explain some of the
meaning behind the text should not detract from the original meaning, nor should it replace the original
meaning. Hymns, like parables, take on different meanings as the circumstances of our lives change. My
commentary is only a starting point for (hopefully) a better understanding of the overall meaning of the hymn
in this work. Anyone else writing this same commentary would have different perspectives and points to
make. That is the nature of a commentary. I pray that what I say will, in some way, help in your understanding
of this hymn. Since this is a personal study of the hymns, I will sometimes use the first person when writing
the commentary.
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High on the Mountain Top

1. High on the mountain top
A banner is unfurled.
Ye nations, now look up;
It waves to all the world.
In Deseret's sweet, peaceful land,
On Zion's mount behold it stand!

In the scriptures mountain tops are used to represent the
place where prophets go to commune with the Lord when
there are no temples available. As a result, the mountain tops
hold a sacred place in the scriptures as being places of holiness
and places of revelation.

A flag, a banner, and a standard are all pretty synonymous in
the scriptures and in hymn texts. They are the sign displayed in
battle to let the people on either side know where their leader
is located. It represents their “side.” The “standard bearer” is
the carrier of the flag. When the standard bearer is killed, it is
pretty much the sign that that side has lost the battle.

In this verse someone is declaring that high on the mountain
top, in that sacred place, the Lord’s standard or banner has
been unfurled or unrolled so it can wave in the breeze.
Because it is in a high place the whole world can see it. In the
Book of Mormon Deseret represents the place where Lehi and
his family stayed for several years. It was a place of plenty and
abundance. In this verse we are being told that the Lord’s flag
is flying in a place of peace. Zion is what we call the Lord’s
people as a group, so the Lord’s flag or signal to the nations
sits on the top of the mountain where the Lord’s people live in
peace.

2. For God remembers still
His promise made of old
That he on Zion's hill
Truth's standard would unfold!
Her light should there attract the gaze
Of all the world in latter days.

Even though the promise was made long ago, the Lord still
remembers that he promised that one day he would set up a
standard or flag of truth that in the last days would attract the
attention of all the world. This is a reference to the Lord’s
Church being restored before His Second Coming.

3. His house shall there be reared,
His glory to display,
And people shall be heard
In distant lands to say:
We'll now go up and serve the Lord,
Obey his truth, and learn his word.

The Lord’s house is the temple. To be “reared” is to be built.
The Lords house will be built in the last days, and people from
all over the world will say to each other, Let us go up to the
Lord’s house and make covenants with God. We will serve him
and obey him and learn of Him.”

4. For there we shall be taught
The law that will go forth,
With truth and wisdom fraught,
To govern all the earth.
Forever there his ways we'll tread,
And save ourselves with all our dead.

They will say this because they know that the temple is where
the Lord’s law is taught. To be “fraught” is to be full of
something. In this case, the Lord’s law is full of truth and
wisdom. It will govern all the earth in the millennium. 

When we talk about living the way the Lord wants us to live we
are saying that we will walk or “tread” the path, or do the
things he wants us to do. By living the way God wants us to live
we can enter the temple and save ourselves, along with our
kindred dead or our family members who have already died.
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