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Mormonbasics.com is humbled to bring you a commentary on the hymns published by the Church of Jesus
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Personal note from the commentator:
The hymns of the Church are sacred text. The Lord has made it very clear to us through his prophets that the
singing of hymns is a form of prayer, and as such is sacred communication. Much of the sacred Spirit and
reverence we experience in our meetings, especially Sacrament Meeting, comes from the Spirit that
accompanies the singing of the hymns.

The hymns are written in poetic form, and as such are able to take certain licenses and liberties with the
English language that cannot normally be expressed in any other way. It is certainly not the aim of this
commentary to improve on the beauty of the poetic expressions found in our sacred hymns. As a teacher of
English to those who speak other languages, I have found that many of the hymns have expressions that are
difficult for some people to understand.

Because hymns are written to fit a set rhythmic pattern or meter, often the expression has to be condensed to
fit in a small space, but still convey its intended meaning. It is the combination of the rhythm, text, and music
that create such a powerful Spiritual experience when singing the hymns. My attempts to explain some of the
meaning behind the text should not detract from the original meaning, nor should it replace the original
meaning. Hymns, like parables, take on different meanings as the circumstances of our lives change. My
commentary is only a starting point for (hopefully) a better understanding of the overall meaning of the hymn
in this work. Anyone else writing this same commentary would have different perspectives and points to
make. That is the nature of a commentary. I pray that what I say will, in some way, help in your understanding
of this hymn. Since this is a personal study of the hymns, I will sometimes use the first person when writing
the commentary.
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Truth Eternal

1. Truth eternal, truth divine,
In thine ancient fulness shine!
Burst the fetters of the mind
From the millions of mankind!

This first line is a play on words. Truth is eternal in nature in
that it does not change. Eternal is also one of the names of
God. Truth is “divine” because it comes from God.

In the Doctrine and Covenants we are told that spirit, truth,
and light are all interchangeable. So just as in the centuries in
the past, in ancient days, truth will once again shine in its full
brightness. In other words, people will clearly understand the
eternal truths of the gospel as they used to understand them
when they were first taught.

This understanding will set people’s minds free to understand
truth in ways they have not been able to for many centuries.
To “burst the fetters of the mind” refers to setting free the
perceptions and understanding millions of people have had
that are wrong, and therefore acting like chains to hold us back
from the true knowledge of God.

2. Truth again restored to earth,
Opened with a prophet's birth.
Priests of heaven's royal line
Bear the keys of truth divine!

Beginning with the birth of the Lord’s prophet, Joseph Smith,
gospel truth has been restored to the earth. “Priests of
heaven’s royal line” refers to the bearers of the priesthood. To
‘bear the keys of truth’ makes reference to carrying the rights
of administration of God’s laws.

3. Truth shall triumph as the light
Chases far the misty night.
Endless ages own its sway,
Clad in everlasting day.

In this verse remember that “misty night” refers to the times
men lived in confusion and spiritual darkness. The term misty
night further describes how absent any light and direction was
during those centuries. Also remember that light and truth
mean the same thing, so all references to light refer to gaining
knowledge and understanding of God that was absent during
the times of spiritual darkness.
As the light or truth of God and his laws chase away the
ignorance and darkness of the confused mind, the endless ages
of time keep truth’s influence clad or dressed or covered in
eternal brightness or clarity of understanding.
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