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Personal note from the commentator:
The hymns of the Church are sacred text. The Lord has made it very clear to us through his prophets that the
singing of hymns is a form of prayer, and as such is sacred communication. Much of the sacred Spirit and
reverence we experience in our meetings, especially Sacrament Meeting, comes from the Spirit that
accompanies the singing of the hymns.

The hymns are written in poetic form, and as such are able to take certain licenses and liberties with the
English language that cannot normally be expressed in any other way. It is certainly not the aim of this
commentary to improve on the beauty of the poetic expressions found in our sacred hymns. As a teacher of
English to those who speak other languages, I have found that many of the hymns have expressions that are
difficult for some people to understand.

Because hymns are written to fit a set rhythmic pattern or meter, often the expression has to be condensed to
fit in a small space, but still convey its intended meaning. It is the combination of the rhythm, text, and music
that create such a powerful Spiritual experience when singing the hymns. My attempts to explain some of the
meaning behind the text should not detract from the original meaning, nor should it replace the original
meaning. Hymns, like parables, take on different meanings as the circumstances of our lives change. My
commentary is only a starting point for (hopefully) a better understanding of the overall meaning of the hymn
in this work. Anyone else writing this same commentary would have different perspectives and points to
make. That is the nature of a commentary. I pray that what I say will, in some way, help in your understanding
of this hymn. Since this is a personal study of the hymns, I will sometimes use the first person when writing
the commentary.
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Now Let Us Rejoice

1. Now let us rejoice in the day of salvation.
No longer as strangers on earth need we roam.
Good tidings are sounding to us and each nation,
And shortly the hour of redemption will come,
When all that was promised the Saints will be given,
And none will molest them from morn until ev'n,
And earth will appear as the Garden of Eden,
And Jesus will say to all Israel, "Come home."

This is a hymn of millennial promises. The “day of salvation” is
when Christ returns to the earth. It could also refer to the
restoration. The good tidings refer to the gospel (good news)
of Christ that are being sounded (called out or shouted) to
each person and each nation. Shortly or very soon the
promises of the Lord will be fulfilled to all of His saints. The
promises are that no one will hurt them anymore. The earth
will become like it was in the days of the Garden of Eden. And
Jesus will welcome all those who make covenants with him
“home.”

2. We'll love one another and never dissemble
But cease to do evil and ever be one.
And when the ungodly are fearing and tremble,
We'll watch for the day when the Savior will come,
When all that was promised the Saints will be given,
And none will molest them from morn until ev'n,
And earth will appear as the Garden of Eden,
And Jesus will say to all Israel, "Come home."

To dissemble is to act deceptively or hypocritically. To prepare
for the day when the Savior comes again we will love one
another and never deceive each other. We will stop doing evil
and act with a spirit of unity. We will forever be one in our
motives and intentions. While those who do wicked things are
afraid and fearful, we, the saints will be anxiously watching
and waiting for the day when our Savior will come. Then no
one will ever molest or interfere in our efforts to do good. The
earth will become like it was in the days of the Garden of Eden.
And Jesus will welcome all those who make covenants with
him “home.”

3. In faith we'll rely on the arm of Jehovah
To guide thru these last days of trouble and gloom,
And after the scourges and harvest are over,
We'll rise with the just when the Savior doth come.
Then all that was promised the Saints will be given,
And they will be crown'd with the angels of heav'n,
And earth will appear as the Garden of Eden,
And Christ and his people will ever be one.

The arm represents strength in scripture terms. We will rely on
the strength of Jesus to guide us through these last days of the
earth. He was known in the Old Testament as Jehovah. When
the promised scourges or curses and destructions, and the
harvest or gathering in of the righteous has been completed,
we will be caught up into the air when the Savior comes. He
has promised that the just or those who are righteous, will be
pulled up or caught up into the air to meet him as he comes in
glory to purify and burn the wickedness from the earth.

At that day the promises made to His saints will all be fulfilled.
They will receive their inheritance both on earth and in
heaven. The earth will once again be like it was in the days of
the Garden of Eden, and Christ and his people will be forever
united as one people.
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