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Mormonbasics.com is humbled to bring you a commentary on the hymns published by the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints. This commentary is presented in a two-column format. The original text, as
presented in the hymnbook published by the LDS Church, is in the left column. The comments on the right are
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Personal note from the commentator:
The hymns of the Church are sacred text. The Lord has made it very clear to us through his prophets that the
singing of hymns is a form of prayer, and as such is sacred communication. Much of the sacred Spirit and
reverence we experience in our meetings, especially Sacrament Meeting, comes from the Spirit that
accompanies the singing of the hymns.

The hymns are written in poetic form, and as such are able to take certain licenses and liberties with the
English language that cannot normally be expressed in any other way. It is certainly not the aim of this
commentary to improve on the beauty of the poetic expressions found in our sacred hymns. As a teacher of
English to those who speak other languages, I have found that many of the hymns have expressions that are
difficult for some people to understand.

Because hymns are written to fit a set rhythmic pattern or meter, often the expression has to be condensed to
fit in a small space, but still convey its intended meaning. It is the combination of the rhythm, text, and music
that create such a powerful Spiritual experience when singing the hymns. My attempts to explain some of the
meaning behind the text should not detract from the original meaning, nor should it replace the original
meaning. Hymns, like parables, take on different meanings as the circumstances of our lives change. My
commentary is only a starting point for (hopefully) a better understanding of the overall meaning of the hymn
in this work. Anyone else writing this same commentary would have different perspectives and points to
make. That is the nature of a commentary. I pray that what I say will, in some way, help in your understanding
of this hymn. Since this is a personal study of the hymns, I will sometimes use the first person when writing
the commentary.
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The Spirit of God

1. The Spirit of God like a fire is burning!
The latter-day glory begins to come forth;
The visions and blessings of old are returning,
And angels are coming to visit the earth.

The Holy Ghost or Holy Spirit and fire are always tied together.
Just as fire is used to purify and purge impurities, so the
influence of the Holy Ghost can burn away the natural man or
natural feelings to do sinful things and make us spiritually
more clean and more pure.

This verse refers to the old glory of the original Church from
Christ’s time. In the latter days it is beginning to grow and the
revelations and blessings from the original church are
returning to the earth. Angels are once again visiting the earth.

The mood of this hymn is one of triumph and praise. It is
written as a march, and is meant to be sung with enthusiasm.

(Chorus]
We'll sing and we'll shout with the armies of heaven,
Hosanna, hosanna to God and the Lamb!
Let glory to them in the highest be given,
Henceforth and forever, Amen and amen!

This is the kind of song the armies of heaven would sing, and
part of the Hosanna shout used at temple dedications is used
in the chorus. This would explain why this hymn is sung at
temple dedications.

2. The Lord is extending the Saints' understanding,
Restoring their judges and all as at first.
The knowledge and power of God are expanding;
The veil o'er the earth is beginning to burst.

To extend something is to stretch it out and make it go further.
The Lord is increasing the saints understanding of all things
spiritual. In a world once laboring in spiritual darkness and
ignorance, the knowledge and power of God are now
expanding over the whole earth. The veil, the separation
between God and man is being torn apart, revealing great
spiritual truths. The word “burst” indicates that it is happening
suddenly or quickly.

3. We'll call in our solemn assemblies in spirit,
To spread forth the kingdom of heaven abroad,
That we through our faith may begin to inherit
The visions and blessings and glories of God.

A solemn assembly is a gathering of the saints at the direction
of the First Presidency. By sustaining the prophet and those
appointed to lead us, we will begin to inherit the promised
blessings the Lord has in store for us.

4. How blessed the day when the lamb and the lion
Shall lie down together without any ire,
And Ephraim be crowned with his blessing in Zion,
As Jesus descends with his chariot of fire!

This verse is a collection of millennial images. We are told that
during the millennium there will be such peace on earth that
even the animals will cease to hunt each other. To lie down
together without any ire means to lie peacefully with each
other.

The blessing of Ephraim is tied up in the calling of the tribe of
Ephraim; it is missionary work. There are great blessings
promised to those who preach the gospel to the Lord’s
children.

The scriptures do not actually teach that Jesus will descend in a
chariot of fire at the Second Coming. Chariots are horse-drawn
carts with only two wheels. They were the symbol of speed
and fury in their day, as they were used in war to cut down
their enemies. If you use the description to refer to the
purifying fire and glory with which he will be surrounded when



he returns to the earth then it may give the visual impression
of returning in a vehicle of fire.

MUSIC
Anon., ca. 1844

TEXT
William W. Phelps, 1792-1872. Included in the first
LDS hymnbook, 1835. Sung at the Kirtland Temple
dedication in 1836.

SCRIPTURES
Doctrine and Covenants 109:79-80, Doctrine and
Covenants 110


