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Personal note from the commentator:
The hymns of the Church are sacred text. The Lord has made it very clear to us through his prophets that the
singing of hymns is a form of prayer, and as such is sacred communication. Much of the sacred Spirit and
reverence we experience in our meetings, especially Sacrament Meeting, comes from the Spirit that
accompanies the singing of the hymns.

The hymns are written in poetic form, and as such are able to take certain licenses and liberties with the
English language that cannot normally be expressed in any other way. It is certainly not the aim of this
commentary to improve on the beauty of the poetic expressions found in our sacred hymns. As a teacher of
English to those who speak other languages, I have found that many of the hymns have expressions that are
difficult for some people to understand.

Because hymns are written to fit a set rhythmic pattern or meter, often the expression has to be condensed to
fit in a small space, but still convey its intended meaning. It is the combination of the rhythm, text, and music
that create such a powerful Spiritual experience when singing the hymns. My attempts to explain some of the
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meaning. Hymns, like parables, take on different meanings as the circumstances of our lives change. My
commentary is only a starting point for (hopefully) a better understanding of the overall meaning of the hymn
in this work. Anyone else writing this same commentary would have different perspectives and points to
make. That is the nature of a commentary. I pray that what I say will, in some way, help in your understanding
of this hymn. Since this is a personal study of the hymns, I will sometimes use the first person when writing
the commentary.
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The Morning Breaks

1. The morning breaks, the shadows flee;
Lo, Zion's standard is unfurled!
The dawning of a brighter day,
The dawning of a brighter day
Majestic rises on the world.

The word “breaks” refers to that moment in the morning when
the sun first becomes visible over the horizon and suddenly
the world is flooded with light. The scriptures often use light
and dark to represent knowledge and ignorance. Any hymn
that uses a description that includes the dawning of a new day
is referring to the restoration of the gospel of Christ, which
brought the world out of spiritual darkness into the “light” of a
new day or spiritual awakening. The introduction of the truth
causes ignorance to go away or “flee.”

The image of the banner is a war theme that is often used in
the hymns when talking about the organization of God’s
people and their moving forward through the conflicts of the
world. 

The term “Lo” means to look at something. This line means for
us to look at God setting up His gospel on the earth once
again. By stating that Zion’s banner is unfurled, it tells us that,
like a flag being planted on the top of a hill, so the restored
gospel will be seen by all.

The last three lines are trying to paint the picture that the
restoration of the gospel of Christ is like a bright and beautiful
day replacing a dark night. The word “Majestic” is used to tell
us how grand and important it is.

2. The clouds of error disappear
Before the rays of truth divine;
The glory bursting from afar,
The glory bursting from afar
Wide o'er the nations soon will shine.

The image of this verse states that the light of the sun, i.e. the
truth from God, has been hidden behind clouds of error or
false doctrine. These false doctrines are disappearing because
the divine truths are penetrating and dispersing the false
teachings. These glorious truths will soon “shine” or be seen
over (or by) all the nations.

3. The Gentile fulness now comes in,
And Israel's blessings are at hand.
Lo, Judah's remnant, cleansed from sin,
Lo, Judah's remnant, cleansed from sin,
Shall in their promised Canaan stand.

This final dispensation is the dispensation of the gentiles.
When the savior walked the earth he only took the gospel to
the Jews, the house of Israel. The promise was made that in
the last days it would be the gentiles who would bring the
gospel back to wayward Israel.

Canaan was the promised land, so when the Jews (Jews are the
tribe of Judah) accept the gospel and are cleansed from their
sins through baptism, they shall receive their spiritual
inheritance, which is represented here by their physical
inheritance, the land of Canaan.

4. Jehovah speaks! Let earth give ear,
And Gentile nations turn and live.
His mighty arm is making bare,
His mighty arm is making bare
His cov'nant people to receive.

In these last days the Lord is speaking to the people of the
earth once again. He has called all the nations to repent and
turn from their wicked ways and become spiritually alive.

In western culture when we “roll up our sleeves” or “make
bare our arms” we are getting ready to work and perform
some sort of labor. In this verse the Lord is “rolling up His
sleeves” and making preparations to receive through baptism
his covenant people, be they gentile or member of the house



of Israel.

5. --Angels from heav'n and truth from earth
Have met, and both have record borne;
Thus Zion's light is bursting forth,
Thus Zion's light is bursting forth
To bring her ransomed children home.

Angels from heaven - think of Moroni - and truth from earth -
think of the Book of Mormon - have met or come together.
Both the angels who have brought truth to the prophets and
the Book of Mormon have born record of the divinity of Christ.

God’s people are often referred to as Zion. The truth that
shines or goes out from God’s people (think missionary work)
is what brings into the gospel those who accept Christ’s
Atonement. These are the ransomed children. They are the
ransomed ones because they were lost to sin, but because of
the price Christ paid in Gethsemane and on the cross, he has
purchased our souls, paid our ransom to save us from eternal
separation from God.
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