
“This Is My Work

and My Glory”
Moses 1

Purpose To help class members understand that (1) we are

children of God, (2) we can resist Satan’s temptations, and

(3) God’s work and glory is to bring to pass our immortal-

ity and eternal life.

Preparation 1. Prayerfully study the following scriptures

from the Pearl of Great Price:

a. Moses 1:1–11. Moses sees God and talks with him face to

face. Moses learns that he is a son of God in the similitude

of the Only Begotten of the Father.

Note: Class members should understand that Jehovah, not

Heavenly Father, appeared to Moses in this vision. Jeho-

vah was the premortal Jesus Christ and the God of the Old

Testament. He is one with his Father in purpose and repre-

sents him in power and authority. His words are those of

the Father, and sometimes, as in Moses 1:6, he speaks in

the first person for the Father.

(See James E. Talmage, The Articles of Faith, 12th ed. [1924],

470–71.)

b. Moses 1:12–23. Satan confronts Moses; Moses casts him

out.

c. Moses 1:24–39. God appears again and teaches of his

work and glory.

2. Study the lesson and decide how to teach the scripture

accounts. Because it would be difficult to ask every ques-

tion or cover every point in the lesson, prayerfully select

those that will best meet class members’ needs. You may

need to adapt some questions to fit class members’ circum-

stances.

3. Obtain a copy of the Old Testament Class Member Study

Guide (34592) for each person in your class. (The ward

should have ordered these study guides as part of the

annual curriculum order; a member of the bishopric

should give them to the Sunday School presidency.)

4. If you use the second attention activity, obtain a paper

or cloth bag and place in it a few everyday items, such as a

rock, comb, and pencil.

Comments:

We understand that all three members of the Godhead are

gods, so sometimes it helps to clarify which member of the

Godhead we are referring to. Other times it doesn’t really

matter which one is speaking, because we are focusing on the

message. We are held accountable for what is said no matter

who speaks the words. In this case, we are identifying Christ as

the God of the Old Testament.

Divine Investiture of Power When someone speaks on behalf of

God, as though God himself is speaking, we say that they are

speaking in the place of God. This divine investiture of power

(i.e. I give you authority to speak in my name) is as though God

himself is speaking to us. Sometimes we hear the words of God

from a prophet, sometimes from an angel, and sometimes Jesus

speaks to us the words of the Father himself. It doesn’t matter

who says it, it is treated by the Father as though he said it him-

self.

Satan always gets his turn. When Jesus fasted in the wilderness

Satan had a chance to tempt him before he began his ministry.

When Joseph Smith had his first vision, Satan had his change to

try to overcome Joseph first. Here, Moses was not given the

great vision of the creation of the earth until Satan had tried to

subjugate him first. In each case Satan must be overcome be-

fore the main revelation can come. In the case of Christ, he had

to overcome Satan before he could begin his ministry.



Suggested Lesson

Development

The Old Testament is an account of God’s dealings with

his covenant people from the time of the Creation to a few

hundred years before the Savior’s birth.

The Old Testament provides powerful examples of faith

and obedience. It also shows the consequences of forget-

ting, disobeying, or opposing God. Its prophecies bear

witness of the Messiah’s birth, redeeming sacrifice, second

coming, and millennial reign.

In addition to the Old Testament, this course includes the

books of Moses and Abraham from the Pearl of Great

Price. These books provide important additions and clarifi-

cations to some of the material in the book of Genesis. The

book of Moses is an extract from the Joseph Smith Transla-

tion of the Bible. The book of Abraham is a translation that

the Prophet Joseph Smith made from some Egyptian

papyri. For additional information about the Joseph Smith

Translation, see Introduction to the Old Testament

“Joseph Smith Translation,” Bible Dictionary, page 717.

Note also that selections from the Joseph Smith Translation

are included after the Bible Dictionary in the Latter-day

Saint edition of the King James Bible.

The Old Testament covers thousands of years of history. Much

of what actually happened has been lost or abbreviated.

Though we are missing most of the details, and much of the

actual revelation and history, we do have enough to show us

how consistently the Lord treats his people. We have many

good examples of faithful obedience and outright disobedience,

and what happens to each type of person. As you read the Old

Testament look for the lessons to be learned, not for the details

that might be missing. Focusing on the lessons to be learned will

make reading the Old Testament a truly rewarding experience.

And don’t forget to look at the footnotes for alternate defini-

tions of words and for the Joseph Smith Translation that will

clarify certain verses.

Attention Activity You may want to use one of the follow-

ing activities (or one of your own) to begin the lesson.

Select the activity that would be most appropriate for the

class.

1. Ask class members to look in Moses 1:6, 20–22, and 39 to

identify important truths that are revealed. Answers may

vary. Explain that this lesson will focus on the three truths

that are listed under “Purpose” on page 1.

2. Select two class members and hand them a bag that

contains a few everyday items (see “Preparation,” page 1).

Tell the participants that they are going to play a game, but

do not give instructions or explain the object of the game.

Ask the participants to open the bag and begin playing.

They will expect the contents of the bag to explain the

game. However, the contents do not provide this informa-

tion, and the participants will wonder what they are sup-

posed to do.

Point out that to understand a game we must understand

its object or purpose.

Similarly, to understand our lives on earth we must under-

stand the object or purpose of our lives. Moses 1 helps us

understand this by answering three important questions:

Who are we?

How can we overcome the influence of the adversary?

What is God’s work and glory?

Scripture Discussion and Application  As you teach the

following scripture passages, discuss how they apply to

daily life. Encourage class members to share experiences

that relate to the scriptural principles. At an appropriate

time during the lesson, hand out the Old Testament Class

Member Study Guide (34592) and encourage class members

to use it to further their personal and family scripture

study.



1. God teaches that Moses is a son of God.

Teach and discuss Moses 1:1–11.

• What did Moses learn about God from the experiences

described in Moses 1:1–7? What did Moses learn about

himself? (You may want to have class members note the

number of times God refers to Moses as “my son” in these

verses.)

Suggestions: Remember that Moses saw Christ, not the Father.

He would have seen for himself that Christ had a spirit body

after which his own body had been fashioned. That is what it

means to be in the similitude of - it is to look like. (Being called

“my son” by God would have shown Moses that he was a

brother to Christ.)

Moses could not have seen the Father in this conversation,

because in the Council in Heaven the Father turned over all

responsibility for his children to Christ. After Adam and Eve left

the Garden of Eden the only time the Father either made an

appearance or spoke from heaven was to introduce the Savior.

The Savior gives us all of the Father’s words. This is his role as

the Intermediary or go-between for us and the Father.

• What does it mean that Moses was created “in the simili-

tude” of the Savior?

(Moses 1:6). What difference can it make in our lives to

know that we are children of God, created in the similitude

of his Son?

Elder Dallin H. Oaks taught: “Consider the power of the

idea taught in our beloved song ‘I Am a Child of God.’ . . .

Here is the answer to one of life’s great questions, ‘Who

am I?’ I am a child of God with a spirit lineage to heavenly

parents. That parentage defines our eternal potential. That

powerful idea is a potent antidepressant. It can strengthen

each of us to make righteous choices and to seek the best

that is within us. Establish in the mind of a . . . person the

powerful idea that he or she is a child of God, and you

have given self-respect and motivation to move against the

problems of life” (in Conference Report, Oct. 1995, 31; or

Ensign, Nov. 1995, 25).

Christ was created in the similitude of the Father, and we are

created in the similitude of Christ. This is like saying, if it looks

like a duck and it quacks like a duck then it must be a duck. If

Christ looks like his father and we look like Christ, then we not

God’s sons and daughters as well? God called Moses his son

three times in these verses.

• By repeatedly calling Moses “my son” and by saying

that he was created “in the similitude of mine Only Begot-

ten,” God gave Moses confidence and an understanding of

his worth. How can following this principle help us as

parents? How can it strengthen marriages? How can it

strengthen friendships?

Suggest that in a world where criticism and negative,

demeaning comments seem to dominate, we should follow

the Lord’s example and say things that help others see

themselves as children of God who have dignity and

worth.

Knowing that our spouse is a son or daughter of God, with godly

potential, and that we will answer to Him for how we treat him

or her, how should that affect the level of respect and admira-

tion we give to our spouse? How should that affect how we

treat our spouse?

• Moses’ importance and eternal potential are emphasized

in Moses 1:1–7. However, after the presence of God with-

drew from him, Moses said, “Now, for this cause I know

that man is nothing” (Moses 1:10). In what sense are both

concepts true? (God is infinitely wiser and more powerful

than mortal men and women. We are nothing without

him. However, as his children we have the potential to

become like him.)

Think of the comparison Moses just saw. He just saw a small

glimpse of God’s power and capabilities, then he looked at

himself and saw that great gulf between where he was and

what he had just seen. It would have been a complete change in

Moses’ perspective and his view of mankind.



2. Satan confronts Moses; Moses casts him out.

Teach and discuss Moses 1:12–23.

• When Satan came, what did he command Moses to do?

(See Moses 1:12.)

Why do you think Satan called Moses “son of man”? (Sa-

tan wanted Moses to believe that he was not a son of God.)

Why does Satan want us to doubt or disregard that we are

children of God? How does he try to do this?

• How did Moses respond when Satan called him “son of

man”? (See Moses 1:13.) How can a strong testimony that

we are sons and daughters of God help us resist tempta-

tion?

• How many times did Moses tell Satan to depart? (See

Moses 1:16, 18, 20, and 21.) What does this teach us about

resisting Satan’s efforts?

• How did Moses receive strength to resist the temptations

of Satan? (See Moses 1:18, 20–21.) How did Moses get

Satan to leave? How can prayer strengthen us to resist

temptation? What else can we do to gain this strength?

Moses not only corrected Satan by pointing out that he was not

a son of man, but a son of God, but went on to point out that

Satan’s distinctive lack of glory made it very difficult for Moses

to find a reason to worship him. In fact, his lack of glory was so

noticeable that Moses said that it was darkness to him.

When Moses saw the misery of Satan as he ranted upon the

earth, demanding to be worshiped, he saw the bitternes of hell.

It was only by refocusing and calling upon the power of God

that he received strength to rebuke Satan and command him to

leave.

3. God appears again and teaches of his work and glory.

Teach and discuss Moses 1:24–39.

• After Satan departed, Moses again beheld the glory of

God and was shown another vision of the earth and its

inhabitants (Moses 1:24–28). What two questions did Mo-

ses ask when he was shown this vision? (See Moses 1:30.)

What answers did God give? (See Moses 1:31–32, 39.)

• Even though God has created worlds and people that are

numberless to us, he assured Moses that he knows them all

(Moses 1:35). How have you come to feel that Heavenly

Father and Jesus Christ know you individually and love

you? (You may want to bear testimony of a time when you

felt their love and concern for you.)

• God’s work and glory is “to bring to pass the immortal-

ity and eternal life of man” (Moses 1:39). What is immor-

tality? Who will receive immortality?

What is eternal life? Who will receive eternal life?

Elder James E. Faust said: “There is a distinction between

immortality, or eternal existence, and eternal life, which is

to have a place in the presence of God. Through the grace

of Jesus Christ, immortality comes to all . . . , just or unjust,

righteous or wicked. However, eternal life is ‘the greatest

of all the gifts of God’ (D&C 14:7). We obtain this great

gift, according to the Lord, ‘if you keep my command-

ments and endure to the end.’ If we so endure, the promise

is, ‘you shall have eternal life’ (D&C 14:7)” (in Conference

Report, Oct. 1988, 14; or Ensign, Nov. 1988, 12).

This is a common pattern. Either just before or just after some-

thing spiritual happens, Satan has his shot at us. It happens in

the mission field with new converts, and it happens to those

who have been in the Church all their lives. It is something we

can always plan on.

After Moses passed his test with Satan, he was shown far more

glorious things than he had ever imagined. How often do we

receive great blessings after a trial of our faith?



• Why is it important for us to know what God’s work and

glory is? What are some specific ways we can assist him in

this great work?

President Gordon B. Hinckley said: “We are here to assist

our Father in His work and His glory, ‘to bring to pass the

immortality and eternal life of man ’ (Moses 1:39). Your

obligation is as serious in your sphere of responsibility as

is my obligation in my sphere. No calling in this church is

small or of little consequence. All of us in the pursuit of

our duty touch the lives of others. To each of us in our

respective responsibilities the Lord has said: . . . ‘In doing

these things thou wilt do the greatest good unto thy fellow

beings, and wilt promote the glory of him who is your

Lord’ (D&C 81:4)” (in Conference Report, Apr. 1995, 94; or

Ensign, May 1995, 71; see also D&C 81:5–6).

Many of us don’t believe that we have actually been tasked

with helping God bring immortality and eternal life to our

brothers and sisters. But that is our task. It is what making

covenants is all about. If you review all the covenants you have

made in your time in the Church, you will begin to see that our

Father in Heaven really is giving us the responsibility of helping

him save the rest of his children. Our personal salvation and

exaltation depend on it.

Conclusion Moses 1 teaches the powerful doctrine that we

are sons and daughters of God.

Invite class members to ponder the significance of this

truth. Testify that our Heavenly Father knows and loves

each of us. Encourage class members to express to their

families their feelings about what they have learned from

Moses 1.

Additional Teaching Ideas The following material supple-

ments the suggested lesson outline. You may want to use

one or more of these ideas as part of the lesson.

1. “Moses was left unto himself” (Moses 1:9)

• There may be times when we are “left unto [ourselves]”

as Moses was—times when we do not feel the Spirit

strongly or have many trials. What can we learn

from Moses 1 to help us deal with these times? (Answers

could include: Such difficulties may not be due to any

wrongdoing on our part; God does not leave us entirely, as

shown in verse 15; and we often gain great strength by

facing our trials, calling on God, and increasing our faith.)

2. All are children of God

• Moses received the vision that is recorded in Moses 1

before leading the children of Israel out of Egypt. How do

you think this vision helped him in this effort, especially

when he was discouraged by the people’s frequent rebel-

lion and lack of faith? How can knowing that all of us are

children of God help a teacher or leader? How can this

knowledge help us in relationships with family members,

friends, and others?

3. The Joseph Smith Translation of the Bible

If Old Testament Video Presentations (53224) is available, you

may want to show “The Power of the Joseph Smith Trans-

lation,” a five-minute segment, as part of the lesson. Re-

mind class members that the book of Moses is an extract

from the Joseph Smith Translation of the Bible.


