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Mormonbasics.com is humbled to bring you a commentary on selected hymns published by the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. This commentary is presented in a two-column format. The original text, as
presented in the hymnbook published by the LDS Church, is in the left column. The comments on the right are
provided by mormonbasics.com. We have even changed the color of the text so there won’t be any question as
to who wrote what.

Personal note from the commentator:
The hymns of the Church are sacred text. The Lord has made it very clear to us through his prophets that the
singing of hymns is a form of prayer, and as such is sacred communication. Much of the sacred Spirit and
reverence we experience in our meetings, especially Sacrament Meeting, comes from the Spirit that
accompanies the singing of the hymns.

The hymns are written in poetic form, and as such are able to take certain licenses and liberties with the
English language that cannot normally be expressed in any other way. It is certainly not the aim of this
commentary to improve on the beauty of the poetic expressions found in our sacred hymns. As a teacher of
English to those who speak other languages, I have found that many of the hymns have expressions that are difficult
for some people to understand.

Because hymns are written to fit a set rhythmic pattern or meter, often the expression has to be condensed to fit in a
small space, but still convey its intended meaning. It is the combination of the rhythm, text, and music that create such a
powerful Spiritual experience when singing the hymns. My attempts to explain some of the meaning behind the text
should not detract from the original meaning, nor should it replace the original meaning. Hymns, like parables, take on
different meanings as the circumstances of our lives change. My commentary is only a starting point for (hopefully) a
better understanding of the overall meaning of the hymn in this work. Anyone else writing this same commentary
would have different perspectives and points to make. That is the nature of a commentary. I pray that what I say will, in
some way, help in your understanding of this hymn. Since this is a personal study of the hymns, I will sometimes use
the first person when writing the commentary.

Kelly P. Merrill
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Again We Meet around the Board

1. Again we meet around the board
Of Jesus, our redeeming Lord,
With faith in his atoning blood,
Our only access unto God.

When you leave home and go to college, the college charges
you for “room and board.” The room is the place you sleep at
night, and the board refers to the table at which you would
eat. Hundreds of years ago people literally ate off of a plank or
board. That was their “table.” To receive room and board is to
receive both a place to sleep and food to eat.

When we meet around “the board of Jesus” we are meeting
around the sacrament table, the place where we eat and drink
in remembrance of his body and blood.

To redeem something is to pay off what is owed, to buy
something back. Jesus is our redeemer. We sold our souls for
the price of our sins. He paid the price of his soul to get us back
from where we had sent ourselves. Our only access to God,
our only way back to him is through the atoning blood, that is,
the redemption of Christ. He paid for our sins so that, through
obedience to His laws we can be forgiven and return to our
Father in Heaven.

2. He left his Father's courts on high,
With man to live, for man to die,
A world to purchase and to save
And seal a triumph o'er the grave.

The result of our sins is eternal separation from God. This is
what is known as spiritual death. The grave was to be our final
stop. But because Christ left heaven and came to earth to pay
for the sins of all those who will repent, He has redeemed or
purchased the whole world, and his triumph over the grave is
being able to someday bring us back into the presence of God.

3. Help us, O God, to realize
The great atoning sacrifice,
The gift of thy beloved Son,
The Prince of Life, the Holy One.

This verse refers back to verse two. It is a plea that God will
help us to realize how great the gift is we are receiving from
Christ. To help make this point the author uses three titles for
Christ, the beloved Son, the Prince of Life, and the Holy One.

4. Oh, bless us, Lord, for Jesus' sake,
That we may worthily partake
These emblems of the flesh and blood
Of our Redeemer, Savior, God.

Text: Eliza R. Snow, 1804-1887

Music: George Careless, 1839-1932

Helaman 5:9

Mormon 9:29

This verse makes an important point. We are not worthy of
God’s blessings because of the laws we have broken. But Christ
is worthy of God’s blessings. So when we pray to the Father,
we do it in the name of Christ (who is worthy) and plead for
our lives in the name of Christ (who is worthy). When the Lord
blesses us it is for Christ’s sake that he does so, for Christ is
worthy of His blessings. It is Christ whom God will exalt. It is
also Christ who will, in turn, exalt all those who obeyed Him
and kept His commandments. So we pray to our Father that
for Christ’s sake we might take the emblems of His suffering
worthily, for Christ is our (and here are three more titles)
Redeemer, Savior, God.


