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Mormonbasics.com is humbled to bring you a commentary on selected hymns published by the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. This commentary is presented in a two-column format. The original text, as
presented in the hymnbook published by the LDS Church, is in the left column. The comments on the right are
provided by mormonbasics.com. We have even changed the color of the text so there won’t be any question as
to who wrote what.

Personal note from the commentator:
The hymns of the Church are sacred text. The Lord has made it very clear to us through his prophets that the
singing of hymns is a form of prayer, and as such is sacred communication. Much of the sacred Spirit and
reverence we experience in our meetings, especially Sacrament Meeting, comes from the Spirit that
accompanies the singing of the hymns.

The hymns are written in poetic form, and as such are able to take certain licenses and liberties with the
English language that cannot normally be expressed in any other way. It is certainly not the aim of this
commentary to improve on the beauty of the poetic expressions found in our sacred hymns. As a teacher of
English to those who speak other languages, I have found that many of the hymns have expressions that are difficult
for some people to understand.

Because hymns are written to fit a set rhythmic pattern or meter, often the expression has to be condensed to fit in a
small space, but still convey its intended meaning. It is the combination of the rhythm, text, and music that create such a
powerful Spiritual experience when singing the hymns. My attempts to explain some of the meaning behind the text
should not detract from the original meaning, nor should it replace the original meaning. Hymns, like parables, take on
different meanings as the circumstances of our lives change. My commentary is only a starting point for (hopefully) a
better understanding of the overall meaning of the hymn in this work. Anyone else writing this same commentary
would have different perspectives and points to make. That is the nature of a commentary. I pray that what I say will, in
some way, help in your understanding of this hymn. Since this is a personal study of the hymns, I will sometimes use
the first person when writing the commentary.

Kelly P. Merrill
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Again, Our Dear Redeeming Lord

1. Again, our dear redeeming Lord,
We meet in thy beloved name,
While from the fountains of thy love
Thy Spirit kindles like a flame.
For all the anguish of thy soul,
For thy great gift so full and free,
With grateful hearts all penitent,
Dear Lord, we do remember thee.

Let’s take this two lines at a time. We take the sacrament
weekly, so “again” we meet in the name of Christ, our
redeemer. All our meetings and everything we do in the
Church is in the name of Christ. Note the terms of tenderness
and endearment used in these first two lines - “our dear
redeeming Lord,” and “in they beloved name.”

These next two lines mix two metaphors. The first is the
comparison of Christ’s love for us flowing like a fountain that
never runs out of water. The second is the comparison to the
how the Spirit touches our lives. We compare it to a fire or
spark that, once kindled or lit, burns in our hearts, hopefully
growing brighter and brighter. The combination of these two
says that while we meet in Christ’s name we hope that from
God’s love the Spirit will ignite in our souls.

The next four lines are all one sentence. It says that we
remember Christ with grateful and repenting hearts, because
of the gift he gave us so freely and fully when he suffered for
our sins. That is what is referred to by the phrase “the anguish
of thy soul.” It refers to Christ’s soul, not our soul.

2. In token of thy bleeding flesh
And of thy blood so freely spent,
We meet around thy table now
And take thy holy sacrament.
We seek thy pardon, dearest Lord,
And may thy favor, too, be sent,
While in our hearts we turn to thee,
Renewed in faith and covenant.

Text: Theodore E. Curtis, 1872-1957

Music: Alfred M. Durham, 1872-1957

D&C 138:1-4

D&C 20:75-79

This verse is also in two sentences. A token is a sign or physical
gesture. We meet at the sacrament table to take the
sacrament as a sign or token of the blood so freely given for us
and the flesh torn on our behalf by Christ.

This is a plea to Christ, given in earnest respect, to be
pardoned, and to ask for his favor as our hearts are renewed in
faith and by the covenant we make once again this Sabbath
day.


