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website, and the comments and opinions expressed here are not from the LDS Church. The opinions
expressed in this work are solely the product of this website If you have comments or suggestions on how we
can improve these commentaries in the future, please click here and leave a comment. This will help us give
you the best assistance for your studies in the future.

Mormonbasics.com is humbled to bring you a commentary on selected hymns published by the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. This commentary is presented in a two-column format. The original text, as
presented in the hymnbook published by the LDS Church, is in the left column. The comments on the right are
provided by mormonbasics.com. We have even changed the color of the text so there won’t be any question as
to who wrote what.

Personal note from the commentator:
The hymns of the Church are sacred text. The Lord has made it very clear to us through his prophets that the
singing of hymns is a form of prayer, and as such is sacred communication. Much of the sacred Spirit and
reverence we experience in our meetings, especially Sacrament Meeting, comes from the Spirit that
accompanies the singing of the hymns.

The hymns are written in poetic form, and as such are able to take certain licenses and liberties with the
English language that cannot normally be expressed in any other way. It is certainly not the aim of this
commentary to improve on the beauty of the poetic expressions found in our sacred hymns. As a teacher of
English to those who speak other languages, I have found that many of the hymns have expressions that are difficult
for some people to understand.

Because hymns are written to fit a set rhythmic pattern or meter, often the expression has to be condensed to fit in a
small space, but still convey its intended meaning. It is the combination of the rhythm, text, and music that create such a
powerful Spiritual experience when singing the hymns. My attempts to explain some of the meaning behind the text
should not detract from the original meaning, nor should it replace the original meaning. Hymns, like parables, take on
different meanings as the circumstances of our lives change. My commentary is only a starting point for (hopefully) a
better understanding of the overall meaning of the hymn in this work. Anyone else writing this same commentary
would have different perspectives and points to make. That is the nature of a commentary. I pray that what I say will, in
some way, help in your understanding of this hymn. Since this is a personal study of the hymns, I will use the first
person when writing the commentary.

Kelly P. Merrill
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As Now We Take the Sacrament

1. As now we take the sacrament,
Our thoughts are turned to thee,
Thou Son of God, who lived for us,
Then died on Calvary.
We contemplate thy lasting grace,
Thy boundless charity;
To us the gift of life was giv'n
For all eternity.

Taking the sacrament each week is a renewal of my baptismal
covenants. It should be a time of reflection of my behavior and
attitudes displayed during the last week since the last time I
sat here and renewed these same promises to God. How did I
do? Did I keep those covenants I made at baptism?

I should be focusing on Christ, the Son of God, who lived for
me, and died for me.

Christ’s grace, his love and charity, his desire to forgive and
bless me, are boundless. They are without end. To me he has
offered the gift of life, the kind of life a God has, Eternal life. It
is a life of unequaled splendor, and it also is without end.

2. As now our minds review the past,
We know we must repent;
The way to thee is righteousness—
The way thy life was spent.
Forgiveness is a gift from thee
We seek with pure intent.
With hands now pledged to do thy work,
We take the sacrament.

As I sit here thinking of this past week, I can see that I need to
continue to repent of my sins and change my ways. The only
way back to the Lord is through righteousness, the way he
spent his life.

The forgiveness I seek is a gift that comes from Christ’s
atonement, and to receive it my intentions to change for the
better must be pure and honest. With this commitment in my
heart to do God’s work and live as Christ lived, I take the
sacrament.

3. As now we praise thy name with song,
The blessings of this day
Will linger in our thankful hearts,
And silently we pray
For courage to accept thy will,
To listen and obey.
We love thee, Lord; our hearts are full.
We'll walk thy chosen way.

As we sit here in this meeting and sing the hymns of praise, the
blessings of forgiveness, the determination to do good, the
feelings of the Spirit will linger or stay in our thankful hearts.

We all silently pray for the courage to accept God’s will, to
listen to His Spirit and to obey His words. With hearts full of
love we covenant again to walk the path, to live the way we
have promised to live, during this coming week.
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