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expressed in this work are solely the product of this website If you have comments or suggestions on how we
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Mormonbasics.com is humbled to bring you a commentary on selected hymns published by the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. This commentary is presented in a two-column format. The original text, as
presented in the hymnbook published by the LDS Church, is in the left column. The comments on the right are
provided by mormonbasics.com. We have even changed the color of the text so there won’t be any question as
to who wrote what.

Personal note from the commentator:
The hymns of the Church are sacred text. The Lord has made it very clear to us through his prophets that the
singing of hymns is a form of prayer, and as such is sacred communication. Much of the sacred Spirit and
reverence we experience in our meetings, especially Sacrament Meeting, comes from the Spirit that
accompanies the singing of the hymns.

The hymns are written in poetic form, and as such are able to take certain licenses and liberties with the
English language that cannot normally be expressed in any other way. It is certainly not the aim of this
commentary to improve on the beauty of the poetic expressions found in our sacred hymns. As a teacher of
English to those who speak other languages, I have found that many of the hymns have expressions that are difficult
for some people to understand.

Because hymns are written to fit a set rhythmic pattern or meter, often the expression has to be condensed to fit in a
small space, but still convey its intended meaning. It is the combination of the rhythm, text, and music that create such a
powerful Spiritual experience when singing the hymns. My attempts to explain some of the meaning behind the text
should not detract from the original meaning, nor should it replace the original meaning. Hymns, like parables, take on
different meanings as the circumstances of our lives change. My commentary is only a starting point for (hopefully) a
better understanding of the overall meaning of the hymn in this work. Anyone else writing this same commentary
would have different perspectives and points to make. That is the nature of a commentary. I pray that what I say will, in
some way, help in your understanding of this hymn. Since this is a personal study of the hymns, I will sometimes use
the first person when writing the commentary.

Kelly P. Merrill
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As the Dew from Heaven
Distilling

1. As the dew from heav'n distilling
Gently on the grass descends
And revives it, thus fulfilling
What thy providence intends,

2. Let thy doctrine, Lord, so gracious,
Thus descending from above,
Blest by thee, prove efficacious
To fulfill thy work of love.

The dew is the water that forms on the grass and leaves in the
early morning hours. When we wake up in the morning and
step outside in the spring and summer, the dew is already
covering the grass and leaves. The dew forms gradually, as the
water from the air condenses onto the solid objects around it,
so it happens slowly. To distill something is to take it from a
vapor or gas form and condense it back into a liquid form. This
is a gradual, and gentle process.

The water distills from the air around us, watering and reviving
the plants and animals who need that water. The doctrine or
teachings of God, also come from above us. And blessed by
God, like the water that revives us, His teachings prove useful
and enable us to accomplish His works of love each day.

3. Lord, behold this congregation;
Precious promises fulfill.
From thy holy habitation
Let the dews of life distill.

We ask the Lord to look at the congregation we are sitting in,
and ask him to fulfill His precious promises to us. He has many
teachings we still need to learn. We pray, that like the dews
gather in the early morning hours of the day on the plants
outside, that the knowledge of God’s teachings will work their
way into our hearts during our lives. It is a slow process, but
one we pray will happen.

4. Let our cry come up before thee.
Thy sweet Spirit shed around,
So the people shall adore thee
And confess the joyful sound.

Text: Thomas Kelly, 1769-1854

Music: Joseph J. Daynes, 1851-1920

Deuteronomy 32:2

Isaiah 55:10-11

Our cry is our prayer, the desire of our hearts. We ask that
when we pray to the Lord he will send or shed (to sprinkle) the
influence of the Holy Ghost all around us so that the people
will rejoice and be happy. When people feel the joy from the
Spirit of God they bear testimony of or confess the joy they
feel.


